Congenital chloride diarrhea presenting in newborn as a rare cause of meconium ileus.
Postpartum abdominal distention and meconium ileus may occur due to intestinal obstruction, Hirschprung disease or cystic fibrosis. However, other rare and challenging etiologies such as congenital chloride diarrhea (CCD) should be included in differential diagnosis of such presentation. We present a premature baby girl who had distended abdomen and lack of meconium immediately after birth. Surgical etiology was excluded and she was mistakenly suspected of having cystic fibrosis due to meconium ileus. CCD was diagnosed by recognition of watery diarrhea in association with hyponatremic, hypochloremic metabolic acidosis. Mutation analysis confirmed the diagnosis.